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the British House of Lords, and more akin to the Senate of the
United States.1
The Chamber of Deputies, though unchanged in structural
basis, underwent a two-fold change. With the decline in im-
portance of the President, the executive power concentrated
completely in the hands of the cabinet, under the President du
Cabinet, which in turn depended for its existence and survival
entirely on the support of a majority of the Chamber. Secondly,
with the crystallizing of party groups, in great multiplicity,
every cabinet had to be a coalition of several such groups to get
its majority support. Great power therefore fell into the hands
of the centre groups, virtually indispensable to all ministries,
and the marginal groups, whose adherence or desertion made
and unmade governments. The Chamber became the great
arena wherein the groups shuffled, bargained and manoeuvred:
and the lobbies of the Chamber became the Bourse of politics.
The whole centre of gravity of power shifted downwards, until
the fate of French governments depended normally on the
result of manipulations in the Chamber and its lobbies, and
only in an ultimate way, at four-yearly intervals, on the ex-
pression of public opinion given in general elections. Govern-
ments became unstable and short-lived, being at the mercy of
group bargains. Groups in the Chamber became semi-detached
from the group-formations which appealed to the voters during
elections. And the Chamber as a body of some 618 men of
diverse calibre and outlook became, in effect, the real govern-
ment of France. The Bordeaux National Assembly, one single
body> gave birth, in the end, to an offspring remarkably like
itself.
1 For the texts of the laws revising the Senate, see Duguit,
Monnier and Bonnard: op. cit., pp. 338-42. The obstructiveness of
the Senate is discussed in W. L, Middleton: The French Political System
(1932)—an excellent analysis in English of the French Republic: see
especially Chapter VIII.
In the department Seine-et-Oise in 1938 the rural population,
about two-sevenths of the whole, had the same number of repre-
sentatives as the urban population, which was five-sevenths of the
whole, in the electoral colleges which appointed Senators. Cf. D. M.
Pickles: The French Political Scene (1938), p. 41 f.

